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1 have The honour to report that in accordance

seh instructrons, I proceeded during the afternocn of
peanzedey. 22nd May, alongside Admirelty Pier to embark
enti-tens guns ete. for Boulogne. As these did not arrive

the saip shoved off and went to a buoy, proceeding alongside
$he same berth for the same duty at 2045 Instructions were ,
scaived from the Chief of Staff, Dover, as to what were

ehive (uties which were to embark snvi-tank units and convoy

e Guerds Brigade, S.S.BIARRI'"Z a2nd QUEEN OF THE CHANNEL, to
Beulopgne €8 soon as possible.

. 2. Anti-tank guns and stores were embarked in WIITSHED &
It wae wadersiood that the Cuardg, Brigude would be enbarked ad
0220. Contact was made with the Masters of the two transports,
ané wlith the Brlgadier and Brigade Major and a conference was
held on board WHITSHED as it was understood that the landing
pight Ye opposed end ships had therefore to load equipment :

pecordingly . b

b 3 Subsequent {o the conference instructions were
Poceived for WHITSHED to proceed independently with anti-~tank
. The .nadvieibiliy- of this was represented to the
Staff to the Vice Admiral, Dover and by Lim, I think, ,
2 tary Operations, & anction given

- ?}! I

‘met outside tie .,
p in to assist in berthing
prings and WHITSHED was drawing

- channel was dredged to. J
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11‘ S unarmed Tug wes most use % :
s orih, G ‘ha*»(:w useful The ship berthed at Ko.5

Te T “ Was obvious that the town waz still in allied hands

and traxporis were ordered to berth forthwith. VIMIERA remained
outsids the barbour on guara.

i 4
4
3.  The complete chaos on the Quai snd in the eustoms |
zheds 15 auile indescrihabie. ; 1
|
; 2. I landed and found the Movement Control Officer and |

the Princ lpa- Sea Tranaport Off‘cerapd chtained the latter's
views and pe "zn..,s*on to represent him together with an .
appreciation of the state of affairs which T gignalled to the 1"
Yice Admiral, L‘ovr:m I then toock th:z ¥ovement Control Officer!
' motor car and proceeaed o General Headquarters at Wimereux I
_ where 1 et cnc:e Baw General Brownrigg. I ezplained to him ‘
what wae wanted and asked him for an officer with sbility and
complete suthority to assist me in produeing order on the
Thie he did and we declided to memove all useless mouths sc a8
improve ithe food situation. Using General Brownrigg’s teleph
| 1 reng up Vice Admiral; Dover andreporied verbally to nim.

10.

Taking Ceptain Ensor; General Brownrigg's personal
ith then returned to Boulogne and boarded WBITBW
o g g outfit and my ship's company with
6 Qa ©
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i '\\:‘:Y o the sigal received stating that U Boats
moula px T AL * vorking in the Straite of Dover I dropped
5 depnt nc.rre on every likely echo. “ymga//

) ‘iﬁ B fajn remained alongside the Zast Wala\upbil 2/~
QLOE, 25 Pog when she proceeded to Fumber 2 buoy N

» }t 10L5/25 May the ship slipped end procesded to sea
»e Z transporits to Calals. On the return journey an
alocrati c:n"r*cd out a shallow low dive attack head on. Fire

raE wenSl Out when the ajreraft aliersd course it was seen to

~ 5
Wl W

'.; \) 2

4
ol al
P
o

e 4 Spiotire. This aireraft neither fired any recognition
gignals nov flashed any letter and as I knew thut the enemy were
Lnlrr_'aﬁ uved Pritish aireraf® and I could not see any of its

T Peiv gu e justified in heving opened fire on him. (markings

58, The ship was aboul to enter harbour at Dover when she
wie order=c o proceed to Boulogne fogether with H.M.S.KSITH, to
report wn f"e 2ltuation and carry out evacuation 28 neceesary.
The zhip proceeded Lo Boulogne direct and bezrthed. (me CGerman
simy co-operation asroplane being fired at without resulb.
Shorily after berthing KBITH came alongside nie. The situation
weag as followa.

10 The ¥rench had again 7un away, the British had no
anti-tank guns left and no artillery. The Welch Guards with the
exception of a few outlying bresn gun pesis were under cover of
trees in a smalil wood on the North benk, just opposite the end of
i Chenzy. The remainder of the Brigade were holding the
ana euatome sheds and the bridge heads. The enemy were in

end rzﬂe sun ﬁre was incessant, 5 French destroysrs
~ outside th harbour at considerable range were bombaraing
'f‘iemmy' positions, being apparently directed 17 some shore
the mre],ostg Station. Fifth Colu . agents were
ements of DS ticu -

‘-i.mtze znd anformed the Captein (D)
tha withdrewel, if it were
£ _._go pcresant.

> e ' g 8 were received as to demolitions |

taking pluce or not t place and to holding on angd to i
Wilhdvewsl. My private view was that we covld have neld on.

|
22 I was ordered to proceed cut of the harbour as soon as
foecible after I hod embarked wounded. With some 70 strsticher
cages ord geveral Talking weounded snd cerdain oddmente I

B Droceaden some helf an hour afterwards - after berthing.

Elwants Wnile slipping I observed eross firing at enemy machine gun poete
In a werehouse 100 yards on my starbosrd beasm. Two L.7" H.E.
lirect inpact oblitersted this menace. Other likely posts on
the South side of the narbour were also chelled and enemy firing
Céased. I ramained in the vicinjty of Bouwiogne in V/S touch

With X»Inw.

. 23, YVIMY arrived and Captain (D) ordered her to come in
“longside him.

21’.. Pear e |
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i S i ""1:;“0(7\:“"'““*""‘ in 8 smell fForct on the
Sars ROLSLCATNS WIS harbour on the North = de : n Ar -
i L1 e i > 2PoAtent 37 vic Ting 3“ ‘he - Nor . BLOE £ the. wn and
rEneTort WA 6 AG B SRIng up the magezine A Mo l)tary

also ghelled and ce aght fire.

VECORT 2vancing foweieds Winmeronx wer:s al1so

¥ cas 1 Ching unevecessfolly. Abauil 0 of hese were
L LEX mam b £ oolugleres on the grore and e ntunily asignslilied
£ othay ay weras .&fzi;g;l:r-.. THis zav or mey not nave been
» vk T 43 uet sheil them
..l - ‘c

| - “L Up B Prench seampre off a buay merking the
53 oFf the Nerthas N,
.

Ty dTeakwailer and was sasllsd by Tielad @Quns
- . Y TN S g " 'y 3 % e
L avant. wanth 1 Telt at the Lime., war o nnwisce

s " astion. I /
e ._,.- WG .'I.‘(:- Asme 3 and way able Lo sputh the Ti=.d fruns and ~\
CaLYL T wheme. Y dodged the econdg salvo Ly goingz astern dohlld

T8
sltecls vior aet? MrRe ’*tﬂu? P ten T 2 dlrie ) o ’5‘ Ptsw #000erc? o lovns cetrmts Z-a.-?'ﬁao‘ ottarle eveD ¥ wirmn
i

-

Lumipg nis cime 3 vigilaopt leockoutr was veing kept

/uum-u/'(b 1 Bk B Rt BN
o Lhe Lahid resnforcemsnts which were expoacied from Calais.

., "Q.;IM- ‘

balmy /- 28,  French destroysrs continued te shell enemy positions

NS and 1 closed the lcader and informed him dy jloud hailier.
limge? , ©B he would nct answey nmy signals, that a British tank unit was

expecled from Calais and that the soldiers on the bsach were
 probably English,
. All this time as reported dy Captain (D) and myself
man Ay co—coreration aeroplane was Tlying rouna and
- the towr co-ordinating most skilfuily movemente

ap troops which consisted of #egiment of infantry
alion and towsd Tield guns. "

STTA , VIMIERA and VENOMOUS were in the offing
otal + (D) reporte® to Vice Admiral, Dover that the
d and WHITSHED was ordersd to return to
t commenced to de this when I intercepted
evacuation. I therefore turned and informed
“that 1 was doing this with a view to assisting.
‘putside the harbour wers now formed in order
d piow, WHITSHED bombarding the heights on

‘of the ftown where enemy troops were seen 1o be
Objects to be shelled were being poinusd out by
eutenant Reic of the Irish Guards who was on the

e .

1. T imew that continuous fighter sscort had been
migEd. T had just received a signel stating fthat British
SEETCrere wors frequently firing on our own aircreft. Yhile
“langs.ce I had observed one British sircrafi bomh scome of
Gur devsiict trensport outside Boulogne and bad seen Freneh
fegtrogers firing at him. Fortunately T and the other
Vormanding Officers realissd just in time thet uhe eloud of
Girersft overheond estimated st 60 were enemy and not Biritishe
-L; -ty weye Messevrschmidis 109 and J.U.57. The Freonch who wara
» e Pormecion 2 were alower to resligo this und (ne- of them
“ienivad a direct it which put her or fare whiie snother

e apperently dmed as well.

32. I do not quite know what happened during the next 10
Tinutes, wWe were close to some wrecks which foriunately
Sliowad sbove weter and shipe proceeded to take individusld
EV0iding metion at full speed. The fivet salvo of bombs cut
N7 rigging which feli on the siren lanyard, csusing the siven
9 wWail until the Pirst Lieutenant eventuaily c.eaxcd ite
'28 was unforiunate as I heve to use the siren as ihe

ezaff~ fIr8 or..
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Chgg«{%%? sufnal owing to WHITSHED not having
cepe-Tiriseanpe e (Whieh the Docl 3 i y
ne Steem alsc (zO'RIPletel.V nbscured ths vgxavrgflihg( gwge);ggz;gggo
The ?mgim& Qf Lombi was continuous and I had to shout the hel:n°
orders a ‘»hﬁ top of my voice down the voicepips where the
‘cmewsin very coolly carried them all out. "I estimate some 15
zﬁ”?fﬁ fejj-grcund WATTSHED o One officer was killed and ore
f*ﬁlﬁﬁf an% 12 men wounded., L4 of these being on the bridge.
e were 'al&'.) machine gunmed. I watched %he hombers in the sky
aiving ab angles of 70 and 80 degrees. sowetinmes doing what 1
pelieve ig c¢alled the "Palling leaf". I watched one rslease
Lis b:mbsjon.me and he actuslly passed his own bombs in the air.
;qrce“bulﬁnzs or splinters pierced parts of the bridge in my
ricinity snd I was relatively unhurt. The ship's company
rapldly appreciated that the siren was not giving a cease-fire
¢jgnal and all weapons fired. T™we gupns had to ship percussion

b3

Jocks ag the leads had been shof “away.

)

33 T saw a salvo fall in the harbour
sppsrently on KEITH and I #nerefore proceeded st once into the
narbour Lo see what would be required. The bombers had now
zleercd olf and the English destroyers outside the harbour were
velatively wnhurt. Prom subsequent infermation it is apparent
that this attack wes wonderfully co-ordinated by the enemy
on aircreft because as the bombing start=sd I saw the
s over the Northern heights of the ftown =nd using
X ns snd machine gune opensd a Tierce fire on
5 troops on the Quail.

the piers I saw
g out asti

Jestr

N
I informed
e the Avmy and tha® I
rel, Dover that I was
rted VIMIERA immediately mads
ombarded the Northerd heights
Northern corper of Quai
1 berth of the same
pendently scored & ;
ern heights hat had
at number of Very's
" and the positions these
'y agein asked that this ae¥

m@t be > aeD
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- o SoTmen operstion. 5o actt! n was skex by tHem
af < AlgTL Was indicated to them by the destiroysr's
' £1l was quiet

: nic 81ricken addle of Auxiliary ¥ilitary Picneer
Tied Tc Tush he ships dut the sec=men of the domplition perly
R ?

- sub.Li.Nediam, R.F.V.R.drove them dack st the point oFf the
. I spprecisiad that this was “he achent to get the Welsh
- >f their woods snd round to pe Qued so that they could
-=y off L I spoxe to the Brigede Major and ssked him if b
1 ths Gemsrel that I thought this was the best thing
: . He s=3< 7= would t=]li ths .:e'na"al snéd slsc that it woula be
s}« pest thing to Jdeo. I therefors ordered ihe Welsh Guards by
= saone 0 colne Tound and this thsy &id in compleste gquietaess =
sz, “ar u8 I kaow Snhd sewW. I heend that they kad looted the Bank
hpt h=y appeerel %o bte in good order. ™e guiet disciplipe of the
“r.ar "marcs end the stesdy dearing of the seams=p snd msrines was
ily ©ins Some of the éemplition party were embarkea sand

‘_-'.‘-_..}' - A .
j=crite Admirslty orders pot tc carry out csmsliticas i tcid those

rec2inirg ashors to 30 on with ihis. This necessiteted same of ths
s*sm=m 1 had siready got on bosrd going shore sgalin snd this they

d:4 withcut the least hesitaticn. 7#en I ssw them lster =t Dower

I nm sthem how =xcelient their work snd concuct wesS. Fe + e lenes

mmf;f‘mmetgms %chsrcasaam

=en. Bavl.ngeeenmfthect‘nem




“. j Pt s
| P& 22

k7. ~The Commanding Officer, WILD SWAR. roported to me ;
w o as had assiroged 3 enemy tanks inciuding cne large one with
! 7 ant pom pom fire at point blarnk range and the Conmanding
arfreer. VEREBMOUS that he had wiped out a battery of 7
qemy Tield guns. .

08 It is most regretiable that in thizs aifficult
cerption which I was suddenly cslled on t0 conduct the
avacualion was not Tully completed. HAQ VERETIA been
reizmaged or hed VIMY stayed with me or even had WESSEX
maneged o gel into Bouvlogne at night with YIMIFRA all would
have besn brought off, even thagh the originfl numbers given
o me Dy Brigede Headguarievs were very consideradly
vpasrastimated.

b9, It wes found on returmn tc herbouvyr that WHITSHED's
asgaussing had also been partly demolished.

50. T made with the Vies Adniral, Dover, what arrange-
ments he thought necesgary for the organisation and repair
of Dover uestroyers and repvorted to him on the state of the
personnel as well as ail material.

WHITSHED Sailed at 1910 on the 2Lth May for

ortnight it is

Seaman Ph

of X, ¥ B guns displeyed
hargeé in ell their duties and
Stringer although wounded in
id continued to firée snd reload his
at the enemy bombers. Yeoman of Signa
arry out hie duties very coolly al
th hands snd had a piece of ghre

. 56: esern
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56 o The ship received the following damage:-—

A Tew bullets in the hull and superstructfurs.

Degsussing partially out of aciion.

Damage to dbinacles, VC-VF, various electrical
cirveuite, main thrust block ana gear to

X
Roll%'paths of A and B guns warped meking training
extremely difficuli.

T have the honour two bea,

sSir,

Your obedient Servent,
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oF _Q:L'NIDSD!)S LETTER OF RCOID

—

S

II.

ZIDATIONS DATED ONDAY JUIE 2hth, 1940.

On liay 25rd despite many salvos ﬂmm&"&fé shell fire
he ettended ‘the wounded with great coolness ability and courage
not only our om but also some 70 Aruy Stretcher Cases. :

u‘hemiver the ship has Dbeen bombed +this officer has re-
maljénede‘ch'eerl 2‘13& a.’t;g calm, and has attended wounded under <fire
ar ¢ manag caxrr; hi } & ; i & =
oA i ssiithn. : J out his cyphering duties with remark

2. RATIIGS,

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER WILLIAM NATHANIEL HEAD,, TORPEDO COXSWAIN,
0.ll. P/J.35888., throughout the whole period and in =211 the
difficult navigational waters and harbours the ship has entered
and on the several occasions of being bozbed this rating has
never once made a mistake with wheel or engines and has always
been suprexely cool and efficient and an examle to all.

He dis a pensioner.

PETTY OFFICER WALTER HENRY HOLEGOOD.,, GUIDER's MATE,., O.l.
»/J.111612., on lay 10th seeing that the aftery¥ repair party
was partially cut off by fire on X Gun Deck and in the affer
lobby, took the pompomn's crew and an additional hose to the
scene of +he fire. ihen the men showed a tendency to leave
in the face of the Durning cordite he rallied them and the
fire was put out with great rapidity. He thus showed courage
coolness and fine leadership. These qualities have been apparent
on the several occasions of the ship being in action "and his
conduct . under fire aend fine influence are in the highest f{rad-
itions of the JService.

ENGIIE ROOM ARTIFIGER FOURTH CLASS EDWARD JACOBS E/IK.51759.,
on liay 10th was in charge of the after supply and repair
party when a serious fire broke out on X Gun _D'ec]: and the
after lobby. Although suffering froa burns he with complete
disregard for his owm safety himnseld tookA a hose in to the
centre of the fire and rapidly ext:.nausned it. : 5.7

This young ratings steadiness on this occasion was &
remaxkeble exhibition of his fine sense of duty and personal
courage.

ACTTIG YEOHAN OF SIGHALD JOHN WILSOI. , P/JX.132176.,
On lisy 23rd this rating wes wounded by shrapnel in the anlde
and in Dboth hands and Dbled considerably. He exhibited a fine
courage and sense of duly in remaining at h:i_s_ 1_?031: and carry-
ing out his duties with great coolness and ability despite
further boubing. _ ) r

STOKER DANIEIL, TILDESLEY., B/EK. 941384y : .
On iy 25vd x;ith complete disregard for flying bDoub splinters
and “nachine gunning veplaced and repaired damaged hoses on deck
and stood by them in case there should be an out break of
fire., I consider this old stoker's conduct <o have been cour-
ageous and exemplaXry.

ALE SEAVAN REGDUALD HARRY BARNARD., QR2., B/JX.145M7.,
On iay 25rd rapidly re-Organised his guns crew with supply
perties to replace casualties and kept it in action. Later
although his gun could hardly be trained he scored by good




- III.

TTSHED's LETTER OF RECOMMETDATIONS DATED MONDAY JUIE 24th, 1940.

OF V===

fnd careful shooting a direct hit on the machine gun
post ih BOULOGIE +that had so danaged KEITH Jkilling Captain (D)5 4 |
Iineteen. By this methodical shooting and his absolute coolness |
his gun also scored direct hits on other enemy positions. .

This rating - who is only twenty years old - exhibited
great qualities of leadership and cool courage and shows high

Prom.se . . 3

ACTIIG LEADINIG SEAMAIT HORACE ERIEST PHILLIPS., P/J 415033 5
On liay 23rd by good and careful was instrumentel in scoring
r,\ ect hits on German pgun positions. Hjs steadiness under fire
and ability to th:.nk quickly have been an inspiration %o his
gu.n S CI'eW. ’

IEADIIG SEANAN FREDERICK CAPLIN., B/JX.163780.,
On -liay 23rd during a heavy 'bom'b:.ng attack he placed a tourniguet
round.- 16 leg o one of his gun's crew thereby saving the ;
A t. the - saze time he not only kept his gun in
3° casu,alt:.es, from supply parties.
B eeased to opera.te




OF WIITSHED's LETTER OF HECOMENDATIONS DATED IOTDAY JUE th, 1 -

On Jiay 25rxd I was uch ipressed by the coolness and
courage and ability of the Commanding Off'icer of &ke H.1IGShip
VDOERA while she was working under me. This Officer was the
first to follow e in to BOULOGE and throughout the operation
showed a Very proper courage and spirit. -

On Ilay 18th during liorth Goodwin FPatrol ond on May 23xrd
at DBOULOGIE FH.lLShip VENOLOUS haos worked directly under me. On
both occasions I have been deeply impressed by the coolness, .
courage and resourcefulness of her Comsanding Officer,  4in whom ,
I think these qualities oaxre outstanding to a reanarkable dgree.

X nnderstand that when on liay 23rd, 4in BOULOGIE, H.iL
VENETIA was hit and set on fire and the Consanding Officex
Sub-Lieutenant D.II.JOIES., RIR., bdrought his ship stern

out of harbour. , 2




