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bject, Action off BOULOGNE on 23rd May 1940, e/

i YOM. . o+.The Commanding Officer H,.M.S."VENOMOUS"
P ‘.-' tCecee .26th May 1540 Ref No .oo ,0309/05:?

T04eesssoThe Captain (D) 16th Destroyer Flotilla,
5 Copies to:$ Commander in Chief Western Approaches,
Vice Admiral Dover,

Commanding Officer H,M.S,"WHITSHED",

Releo=~ 4 [ 01475 3 ]%6-

. In company with other British and French
"Destroyers, H.M.S,"VENOMOUS" was cruising off BOULOGNE at
1830 on 23rd May 1940,when this force was subjected to an
nee dive-bombing attack by about sixty Junkers 87
ve bombers,This attack was delivered with the apparent
ntention of discouraging the bombardment of the coast.
e 2.The German aircraft opened out at a height of
~about 7000 feet,and then dived to deliver their attacks
‘from about 1000 feet.,
el 3.The telegraphs were put to full speed ahead in
H.M.S."VENOMOUS" and the ship was kept turning under full
helm,Meanwhile the 4.,7in guns had opened fire with barrage
shell,followed by the pom-poms and Lewis guns when the
8ircraft came within range.
4. Ten attack:nsere made on H.M,.S,"VENOMOUS" and
in each case salvoes of four 110 lbs bombs were dropped.
The ship was closely missed on all sides,the nearest salvoe
belng only ten yards off,and numerous splinters hit the
ship's side and upperworks,in some cases penetrating.Mr
Thompson Gunner (Tg and three other ratings were superficially
wou X K
i dgfxgslsgg,ggt:gcsipt of orders from H.M.S,"WHITSHED)
the remaining destroyers(in the order Wild Swan,Venomous, A
Venetia)proceeded into BOULOGNE Harbour to evacuate ourHED'
military forces.A signal was received from H.,M,S. WHITS -
to the effect that the enemy were holding the left bank of.
harbour,0n entering H.M.S."WILD SWAN proceeded alongside
the south west side of the rallway getty but although :rmz
. officials called to H.M.S."VENOMOUS™ to secure alongside
h:r,l decided to use The North East side 1in order to keep
&ll guns b he left bank.
o 5figigge°2h:p secured alongside,fire was °P°n:g°
by the enemy from the park adjoining the left side °£1 ae
harbour with machine guns and rifles;and with light 1.9
pbeces from the French battery on the hill above the town.
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g ,"VENETIA" was entering harbour a
W“nﬁeavigt.firins wHe was directed upon ho:".ggzsw:tm;i.:nd
o8t jmmediately at point blank range,her cordite at "B"
s caught on fire,and there was a loud explosion.,

7.At this juncture,an enemy troop detachment

l‘,ot,or--cllcles and in cars appeared between the houses of
e main street on the left bank at a range of 300 yards.
g these troopPs deployed,Midshipman Esson R.N.R. at the
n=-pomS opened fire and his first shots blew the side out
the 1eading car and set 1t on fire;the remahning cars and

ycles were also disabled and abandoned.The enemy
npting to escape were picked off by the Lewlis gunners
Torpedo-men, stokers,Sub-Lieutenant Kershaw and
pipman Esson who were using rifles;Infantry were now
ed taking up position among the trees and bushes in
| x and an intense fire from automatic rifles firing
tpacer was directed upom the bridge and gun8s crews.

8 .Meanwhile H,M,.S."VENETIA" was-endevouring to
get out of harbour stern €irst,in order to leave the channel
clear,as she was in danger of running ashore,She was
continually under fire during this time,and H.M.S."WILD SWAN"
vas also straddled. . ;
' 9.Gun flashes were sighted in the direction of
the French Battery above the town.Presumably enemy forces eee
ng the town had brought the French guns to bear -
these would seem to have been about 3inch calibre,All 4.7inch
guns were trained on this spot by director and the shilp
opened fire with Direct Action Impact Shell,The first salvo
was over but the second blew away the whole side of the fort
and part of the hill.Pieces of guns and mountings were
observed falling down the hillside and in additiom a number
| of field guns were shelled and destroyed by H.M.S."VENOMOUS"

as they were being placed in position by the enemy. :
F 10.H.M.S."WILD SWAN" now joined in the firing
| with her two after guns,directing them upon the road.An

enemy tank followed by infantry attempted to enter the town

from the westward,but received a direct hit from H.M.S.

"WILD SWAN" and caught fire.

11 .Another small field plece was throwing

. occasional shells amongst the troops gathered at the rallway
. station,but it could not be located .,The troops being unused
to the noise of Naval gunfire,were difficult to handle and
most of those who jumped onboard the starboard side of the
flag deck caused a temporary jamb there.The Navigating Officer
SUB-Lieutenant Vaughan-Lewis took charge of the flag deck r
and organised the military,so that they were kept streaming

down to the main deck.
12,The ship was only secured by one wire forward

\ and it was necesseéry to make continuous use of the screws,
" t0 counteract a stern current and gun recoil,to keep the ship

alongside,The passing ashore,handling and securing of this
_ Wire was done by Sub-Lieutenant Wells,singlehanded under —2
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fire.

% eavy
sunder BOR g o M.S."VENETIA"had,by now, been taken well clear

as proceeding to sea,Troops were embarking steadily en

and MO, 1.S."WILD SWAN" but owing to the open expanse of
w,"t'y which had to be crossed in the face of strong machime
J¢ %1re, the troops were not moving very quickly on ghis &
Bl e of the Jetty.an enemy column was observed filing down
8 wall-flanked pathway on the hillside and again
:u”mpman Esson caught them with pom-pom fire and,in this
case,blowing a wall and several houses down on top of them,

14.An incendiary shell from a light field gu@
pitched short of the ship abreast "B" gun.Signalman Mayla@d vep-tes
the flash to come from the right of the fort from the trees
in the garden of a house,Target was accordingly shifted
to that point and the first salvo blew down all thee trees
4n the garden and set fire to the house beyond .Enemy were
opserved running from the spot.,

15.From this time all larger calibre gunfire ceased
and only rifle and machine gun fire were kept up from the
shore.The ship malntalned a contlnuous barrage until H.M.S
myILD SWAN" cleared harbour.

16.,After thirty five minutes alongside when H.M.B, -
"yENOMOUS"approximately 500 troops I decided to leave .-
parbour.To get out astern as quickly as euiek:y possible
18 knots was ordered.Soon after slipping the wheel jambed
at hard-a-starboard and for the remainder of the passage
out through the narrow channel,the ship had to be steered
by the engines . H.,M.S.,"WILD SWAN" followed H.M.S."VENOMOUS"

out of harbour,

17.It seems evident that the German forces on shore
intended to disable the last ship of the line on entering,
in order to block the channel and hold the remaining
destroyers at the Jjetty, This plan was frustrated by:-

(a) The Cool handling and withdrawal of H.M.S."
"VENETIA". =
. (b)The position in which H.M,.S."VENOMOUS"™ had
been laid ,which gave an all round view and enabled all
the guns to bear.

)The manner in which the Ship'sCompany of H.M.S

c
'VE!DHOUSS performed their duties in the face of point
blamkfire,

(d)The effective manner in which the pom-pmms kept
off close range opposition.
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whilst the behaviour,under
and ship'e company was ;xemplgg;fe’ Of all my Officers

to pring to your notice the rolloyingéggiggi:zlinzish
men,

A, A MACKENZIE
Ll9232B2EE——A—A-—____~___L_;§;!4§o - th
and G.Ce0e = who, by his keen a e First Lieutenant
an accurate placing and control ot the on,of the situation
armament er heavy fire,undoubtedly made R STy
entire embarkation by both ships, It is al poesible the
that the wholesale destruction of German fgglgOnsidered
was the main reason for the comparativel GuRS, 050y
of subsequent ships,. ¥ unopposed entry

pcting-Gunner(T THOMPSON. R.N,-

in the bombing attack, took charge o?h:ﬁzlzgzggh :g:nd?d
the ship whilst alongside, organising the eupplyp artze
and encouraging the guns' crews. He was also res gneiblg
for controlling the after anti-snipers rifle parg
organised from the Tubes' crews. %

Midshipman ES?ON. R.N.R.,

I particularly wish to emphasise the magnificie
conduct of this young Officer., Hls courageous behatigﬁr
under heavy fire was an inspiration, not only to his
Pom-Pom crews but to all who saw him, His quick decisions
and selections of targets were entirely responsible for
the preventlion of the German close range weapons beling
used effectively., Between giving orders to direct and
control his guns he was using a rifle to good effect against
snipers in nearby cranes and houses.

Sub-Lieutenant W.R.WELLS, R.N.

This Officer courageously worked alone on the forepart
of the F.X.,under heavy fire, and it was entipely through
nis efforts that the bows of the ship were secured alongside.
He passed and secured the bow wire single-handed and his
conduct in the most exposed position in the ship was
outstanding..
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pard™ T hally performs his duties ces. Thi
: nﬁf. in action, under heavy ﬁ:‘g,an exceptiop® Fetty

0B “pesl > Yo crew and all who V88 an ingpj .
s 07 etor's saw him, 3. Piration
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rept the Control informed of the positions of e
:iioc"c sgr vation of gunflash in an extremely able andn:gizi:i% o

wmer-
apence_Artificer TN, H.H .MCGeeney D/Mx47355

minteined a continuous round of all the guns throughout the action,

inteining their efficient working and clearing several pom-pom
?;:.‘os - all under heavy fire.

Yy Opfacer. L. Dagley JAX 127574,

nickly rectified an electrical failure at "A" gun, and after No.3
of 3" gun's crew had been wounded by shrapnel, he efficiently
prformed the duties of that nunmber - although he is a Torpedoman.

L3, ER. Shollqed.  DIIX 142935

fnleyer of the Port Pom-Pom for extreme coolness and efficiency

Wler heavy fire. This Rating's handling of his gun wes
sponsible for the collapse of the enemy's close-range opposition

Soulogne harbour. is bearing and manner during
®re exemplary., I strgngly commend the conduct of this rating.

B JEdwardg. MI/x 1534
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commanding Officer and wheel to pass

the noise of action and embarking

jpe orders being clearly heard.
Pn use in order to keep the stern
gerew action).

telegraph orders when
military prevented voice-
(Telegraphs were continually
alongside the jetty by



